
Notice to persons appearing at the 2:00 p.m. call. 
 
You are in a courtroom.  Please conduct yourselves accordingly.  Civility to all and 
respect for Commission personnel is expected.   Disrespect for the tribunal will not 
be tolerated.  
 
Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, Preamble Section 5: 
A lawyer’s conduct should conform to the requirements of the law, both in professional service to 
clients and in the lawyer’s business and personal affairs. A lawyer should use the law’s procedures 
only for legitimate purposes and not to harass or intimidate others.  A lawyer should demonstrate 
respect for the legal system and for those who serve it, including judges, other lawyers and public 
officials. While it is a lawyer’s duty, when necessary, to challenge the rectitude of official action, it is 
also a lawyer’s duty to uphold legal process.  
 
RULE 5.3: RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING NONLAWYER ASSISTANTS 
With respect to a nonlawyer employed or retained by or associated with a lawyer:  
(a) a partner, and a lawyer who individually or together with other lawyers possesses comparable 

managerial authority in a law firm shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that the firm has in effect 
measures giving reasonable assurance that the person’s conduct is compatible with the professional 
obligations of the lawyer; 

(b) a lawyer having direct supervisory authority over the nonlawyer shall make reasonable efforts to 
ensure that the person’s conduct is compatible with the professional obligations of the lawyer; and 

(c) a lawyer shall be responsible for conduct of such a person that would be a violation of the 
Rules of Professional Conduct if engaged in by a lawyer if:  
(1) the lawyer orders or, with the knowledge of the specific conduct, ratifies the conduct involved; 

or 
(2) the lawyer is a partner or has comparable managerial authority in the law firm in which the 

person is employed, or has direct supervisory authority over the person, and knows of the 
conduct at a time when its consequences can be avoided or mitigated but fails to take 
reasonable remedial action. 

 
RULE 3.5: IMPARTIALITY AND DECORUM OF THE TRIBUNAL 
A lawyer shall not: 
(a) seek to influence a judge, juror, prospective juror or other official by means prohibited by law; 
(b) communicate ex parte with such a person during the proceeding unless authorized to do so by law 

or court order; 
(c) communicate with a juror or prospective juror after discharge of the jury if: 

(1) the communication is prohibited by law or court order; 
(2) the juror has made known to the lawyer a desire not to communicate; or 
(3) the communication involves misrepresentation, coercion, duress or harassment; or 

(d) engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal. 
 
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010. 
 


